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Prelude   “Plainte” from Suite Brève Jean Langlais (1907-1991) 
Hymn 518   “Christ is made the sure foundation” Westminster Abbey 



 

Bishop Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Bishop then continues 
 There is one Body and one Spirit: 
People There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
Bishop One Lord, One Faith, one Baptism; 
People One God and Father of all. 

Bishop The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Bishop Let us pray. 

 Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and 
to give more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your 
mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those 
good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and 
mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

The people sit. 

 

The Lessons 
Scripture Reading: Philippians 3:4b-14 

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the 
flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, 
a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the 
law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, 
blameless. 

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to 
regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I 
regard everything as loss because of the 
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all 
things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that 
I may gain Christ and be found in him, not 
having a righteousness of my own that comes 

from the law, but one that comes through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness from God based on 
faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his 
resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by 
becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may 
attain the resurrection from the dead. 

Not that I have already obtained this or have 
already reached the goal; but I press on to make it 
my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his 
own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made 
it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what 
lies behind and straining forward to what lies 
ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of 
the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.. 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People  Thanks be to God. 



 

Hymn 511   “Holy Spirit, ever living” Abbot’s Leigh 



 

Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46 
All standing, the Deacon reads the Gospel. 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was 
a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence 
around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a 
watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and 
went to another country. When the harvest time 
had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to 
collect his produce. But the tenants seized his 
slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned 
another. Again he sent other slaves, more than 
the first; and they treated them in the same way. 
Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will 
respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the 
son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; 
come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ So 
they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, 
and killed him. Now when the owner of the 
vineyard comes, what will he do to those 
tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those 

wretches to a miserable death, and lease the 
vineyard to other tenants who will give him the 
produce at the harvest time.” 

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in 
the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders 
rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the 
Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? 

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will 
be taken away from you and given to a people 
that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one 
who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; 
and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 

When the chief priests and the Pharisees 
heard his parables, they realized that he was 
speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, 
but they feared the crowds, because they 
regarded him as a prophet. 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Sermon   The Right Reverend Julia E. Whitworth 
Musical Interlude 
 

Presentation and Examination of the Candidates 
Bishop The Candidates will now be presented. 

Candidates and their sponsors stand. 

Presenters I present these persons for Confirmation.  
 I present these persons to be received into this Communion.  
 I present these persons who desires to reaffirm  
 her baptismal vows. 

Bishop Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil? 
Candidates I do. 

Bishop Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 
Candidates I do, and with God’s grace I will follow him as my Savior and Lord. 



 

 

After all have been presented, the Bishop addresses the congregation, saying 

 Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their 
life in Christ? 

People We will. 

  



 

The Baptismal Covenant 
Bishop Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own 

baptismal covenant. 

All stand. 

Bishop Do you believe in God the Father? 
People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

Bishop Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
      and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
      was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Bishop Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy catholic Church, 
      the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 
      and the life everlasting. 

Bishop Will you cherish the wondrous works of God, and protect the beauty and integrity  
 of all creation? 
People I will, with God’s help. 

Bishop Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread,  
 and in the prayers? 
People I will, with God’s help. 

Bishop Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and  
 return to the Lord? 
People I will, with God’s help. 

Bishop Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People I will, with God’s help. 

Bishop Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
People I will, with God’s help. 



 

Bishop Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of  
 every human being? 
People I will, with God’s help. 

All remain standing for the Prayers for the Candidates. 
 

Prayers for the Candidates 
Bishop Let us now pray for these persons who have renewed their commitment to Christ. 

A person appointed leads the following petitions. 

Leader Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader Send them into the world in witness to your love. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 

A period of silence follows.  

Bishop Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus 
Christ you have overcome sin and brought us to yourself, and that by the sealing of 
your Holy Spirit you have bound us to your service. Renew in these your servants the 
covenant you made with them at their Baptism. Send them forth in the power of that 
Spirit to perform the service you set before them; through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

  



 

Explanation of Process 
The candidates, presenters, family, and friends come forward. 

Confirmation 
The Bishop lays hands upon each person and says 

 Strengthen, O Lord, your servant N. with your Holy Spirit; empower him/her for your 
service; and sustain him/her all the days of his/her life. Amen. 

or this 

 Defend, O Lord, your servant N. with your heavenly grace, that she/he may continue 
yours for ever, and daily increase in your Holy Spirit more and more, until she/he comes 
to your everlasting kingdom. Amen. 

Reception 
 N., we recognize you as a member of the one holy catholic and apostolic Church, and 

we receive you into the fellowship of this Communion. God, the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you. Amen. 

Reaffirmation 
 N., may the Holy Spirit, who has begun a good work in you, direct and uphold you in 

the service of Christ and his kingdom. Amen. 

Choral Anthem   Listen, sweet dove  Grayston Ives (b. 1948); 
 text by George Herbert (1593-1633)  

Listen, sweet dove, unto my song, 
And spread thy golden wings in me; 
Hatching my tender heart so long, 
Till it get wing and flie away with thee. 

Such glorious gifts thou didst bestow 
The earth did like a heav’n appeare; 
The starres were coming down to know 
If they might mend their wages and serve here. 

The sunne which once did shine alone, 
Hung down his head and wisht for night, 
When he beheld twelve sunnes for one 
Going about the world and giving light. 

Lord, though we change, thou art the same, 
The same sweet God of love and light: 
Restore this day for thy great name, 
Unto his ancient and miraculous right. 

  



 

Choral Anthem   Ubi caritas Paul Mealor (b. 1975) 
Where charity and love are, God is there. 
Christ’s love has gathered us into one. 
Let us rejoice and be pleased in Him. 
Let us fear, and let us love the living God. 
And may we love each other with a sincere heart. 

Hymn 657    “Love divine, all loves excelling” Hyfrydol  



 

Hymn 516   “Come down, O Love divine” Down Ampney  
  



 

Bishop Almighty and everlasting God, let your fatherly hand ever be over these your servants; 
let your Holy Spirit ever be with them; and so lead them in the knowledge and 
obedience of your Word, that they may serve you in this life, and dwell with you in the 
life to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Peace is exchanged. 

Bishop The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

 

The Offertory 
Today’s offering is designated to the Bishop’s Discretionary Fund, earmarked for  
Theological Education. This will help give financial aid to those training for ordination  
for their seminary costs. Checks should be made out to “Bishop’s Discretionary Fund.” 

Offertory Anthem   Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace  S.S. Wesley (1810-1876)
 

Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is 
stayed on Thee. 

The darkness is no darkness with Thee, but the 
night is as clear as the day. 

The darkness and the light to Thee are both alike. 

God is light and with Him is no darkness at all. 
O, let my soul live, and it shall praise Thee. 
For Thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory, 

for evermore. 

Doxology Hymn 380, vs.3   “Praise God from whom all blessings flow” Old 100th 



 

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer A 

Bishop The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 

Bishop Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 

Bishop Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Bishop It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

 Because in Jesus Christ our Lord you have received us as your sons and daughters, 
made us citizens of your kingdom, and given us the Holy Spirit to guide us into all 
truth. 

 Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 

Sanctus S 129  Robert Powell (b. 1932) 

 

  



 

Bishop Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we 
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of 
us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.  

 He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, 
a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

 On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:  This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 
for the remembrance of me.” 

 Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

  



 

Bishop and People 
 Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 

Bishop We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Holy One, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these 
gifts. 

 Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your 
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we 
may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and 
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom. 

 All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Bishop As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
        for ever and ever. Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 

The Bishop breaks the consecrated bread. 

A period of silence is kept.  

Bishop Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. 



 

Fraction Anthem S 151    David Hurd (b. 1950) 

Bishop The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Distribution of Communion 

Choral Anthem   O sacrum convivium Thomas Tallis (1505-1585)
  

O sacrum convivium in quo sumitur; 
recolitur memoria passionis eius, 
mens impletur gratia; 
et futurae gloriae nobis pignus datur. 
 

O sacred banquet, wherein Christ is received; 
the memorial of his passion is renewed; 
the soul is filled with grace; 
and a pledge of future glory is given to us. 



 

Hymn 686   “Come, thou fount of every blessing” Nettleton 

Postcommunion Prayer 

Bishop Let us pray. 
Bishop and People 

 God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have 
united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people 
in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may 
proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of 
Christ our Savior. Amen. 



 

Blessing 

 Bishop Our help is in the Name of the Lord; 
People The maker of heaven and earth. 

Bishop Blessed be the Name of the Lord; 
People From this time forth for evermore. 

The Bishop blesses the people. 

Hymn 506   “Praise the Spirit in creation” Finnian 

  



 

Dismissal 

Deacon Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Postlude   “Dialogue sur les mixtures” from Suite Brève Jean Langlais 
 

The congregation remains in place as the closing procession passes. 
 
 

Please join us for a reception following the service, downstairs in the parish hall. 
  

Parish Prayer List 
 

Cynthia Scott, Patricia, Asher Griffin, Carol Haynes Nelson, Alison Gregory Larson, Caroline 
Gregory, Gertrude Hughes, Cam Czubek, Barbara Henderson, Leslie Holmes, C.J., Landis 

Greathouse, Shelby Pierce, Pat MacKinnon, Stephen, Marina, John Cigan, Michael Vanin, Tomoko, 
Ralph Mercer, Donald, Katherine, Wayne, Barry, Trip, Joan W., Susan Link, John Wright, Rosie, Kiki 

H., Betsy C., Annie, Duke Devlin,  
Lianne Young, Pat Gillooly, and Laurin Baldwin. 

 


